
Go Outside and Play!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show as the opening slide

Good morning/afternoon!  My name is _______ (and I am joined by _________) and I am (we are) with the Napa County Regional Parks and Open Space District, also known as the Napa Open Space District for short. 

Photos – Josh & Son on Valentine Vista trail in Moore Creek Park and Jonathan and Willow at Skyline park



We’re At A Crossroads…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now in its 13th year, the Napa Open Space District is at a crossroads, and we’re seeking your direction.  We’ve done a lot since our formation in 2006, and we’re now hitting the limits of what we can accomplish with our current financial resources.  At the end of this presentation we will have three questions for you:
Do you like what we’ve done so far?
Have we done enough, or is there more we should be doing?
If there’s more to be done, how do we fund it?




District 1 - Karen Bower Turjanis
District 2 - Tony Norris

District 3 - Brent Randol
District 4 - Dave Finigan

District 5 - Barry Christian

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were formed in November 2006 when Napa County voters approved Measure I, creating the District and the governing Board who are elected by the people every 4 years.  The Napa Open Space District is dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of the natural resources of Napa County and to provide public access to our open spaces.  We do our work by focusing on protecting our waterways, creating access to the great outdoors and linking our communities with walking and biking paths.



Protecting Waterways

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open space provides the clean water upon which our agricultural economy and our residents depend.  A major goal of the District has been, and continues to be, to work with these public agencies to ensure better stewardship of our land to protect our waterways and create appropriate public access.  Only 35% of the watersheds that provide water to our cities is protected; so, another major goal of the District is to protect more of these municipal watersheds.

Photos:  Moore Creek & the American Canyon wetlands



Preserving Wildlife 
Habitat

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to protecting watersheds and the water they provide for people and agriculture, the District also seeks to preserve critical wildlife habitat.

Photos:  Skink, Pacific Tree Frog and Chino Yip inspecting bird egg



Creating Access

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of preserving our most special open space lands for water supply, wildlife habitat and visual beauty, the District seeks to provide opportunities for everyone to explore the outdoors promoting health, strengthening families and friendships, and improving overall quality of life.  

Jonathan & Willow on Alta Vista Hennessey Trail and Josh and son on Valentine Vista at Moore Creek Park



Linking Communities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Open Space District continues to work with other agencies in creating links within our community, from American Canyon to Calistoga, around the San Francisco Bay and along the ridges that surround the Napa Valley including the Napa Valley Vine Trail, the Bay Area Ridge Trail and the San Francisco Bay Trail.  It’s not just about recreation:  trails linking communities also create safe ways for kids to get to school and parents to get to work.  With the recent soft opening of the Vine Trail along Solano Ave., we now have a trail linking the City of Napa with the Town of Yountville.

Photos: TJ’s pup at American Canyon Wetlands & Napa River Trail under the Imola Bridge



Educating the Next 
Generation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exposing the next generation of leaders is an essential part of our mission.  All our work to protect watersheds and preserve wildlife habitat will only succeed when future generations continue to understand, love and care for our natural environment.  With more than 80 percent of Napa residents living in cities, it’s especially important to create opportunities for urban kids to learn about the natural world and rural life.

Photos:  from Camp Calypso
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Open Space District manages the day-to-day operations of 10 locations in Napa County that are open to the public, including, Bothe Napa Valley State Park, the Bale Grist Mill State Historic Park, Robert Louis Stevenson State Park, Oat Hill Mine Trail and Moore Creek Park protecting nearly 5000 acres.  There are projects in every part of the County, in urban and rural areas, and extending from the top of Mt. St. Helena to the wetlands in American Canyon, from Mt. Veeder in the east to Berryessa Peak in the west.  The Open Space District website, napaoutdoors.org, has an interactive map highlighting the places you can go outside and play as well as the documentation of the District including all the boring stuff like agendas and minutes of the Board meetings.



Bothe Napa Valley State Park &

Bale Grist Mill State Historic Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The District took over management of the Bothe and Bale Grist Mill State Parks in 2012 to prevent their planned closure by the State, and both parks are now financially stable.  In comparison, the State Parks spent $2 for $1 earned.  The primary source of revenue is park user fees with grants and gifts to fill in the gaps. Over the last 7 years the District has:
Installed 7 new yurts
Finished repairs to 6 historic cabins 
Started the major undertaking of repairing the many other historical buildings at the park.
Expanded educational programming about Napa Valley’s pioneer history and natural ecology
Expanded public outreach to increase local community involvement in the parks
All of which is designed to increase visitors, thus increasing park user revenues without raising fees which creates self-sustaining parks. 



Oat Hill Mine Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Oat Hill Mine Trail follows the Oat Hill Mine Road, constructed in the late 1800’s, to provide access to the Oat Hill Mine about 10 miles up into the mountains.  The road was abandoned by Napa County in the 1970’s, and reopened as a non-motorized recreational trail in 2006.  Nearly 53,000 people use the Oat Hill Mine Trail each year.

Photos: Hikers enjoying the view from Bald Hill, about 3 miles up from Calistoga; Holms Place, a homestead about 4 miles from Calistoga, still has a few stones from the foundation and old fruit trees.



Moore Creek Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Moore Creek Park is a prime example of a project that simultaneously improves protection for Napa’s primary municipal water supply, while also protecting wildlife habitat and providing low impact recreation.  The Park was created in partnership with the City of Napa with trails both up Moore Creek and around Lake Hennessey.  Trails to the Moore Creek pools, the Valentine Vista Trail, a trail connecting to Lake Hennessey, and the latest, the Sam the Eagle and Old Man’s Beard Trails, have been completed.  The park is open from sun-up to sun-down and is accessed via Chiles Pope Valley Road on the east side of Lake Hennessey.  Over 40,000 people now use Moore Creek Park each year.

Photos: Valentine Vista Trail & Moore Creek



Napa River 
Ecological Reserve
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Presentation Notes
The Napa River Ecological Reserve, located on Yountville Cross Road, is a fantastic example of a valley floor oak woodland and is utilized for educational opportunities for the youth of Napa County.  It’s a great place to access the Napa River and to cool off on a hot day.  The Open Space District manages habitat restoration, outdoor education programs and continues to clean and maintain the Reserve.

Photos: both @ Napa River Ecological Reserve



Napa River Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Napa River Trail, one of our community linkage trails, is planned to connect American Canyon to the City of Napa and serve as a link to the San Francisco Bay Trail and the Napa Valley Vine Trail while following the beautiful Napa River.  The Open Space District worked with the City of American Canyon and State agencies to extend the trail from American Canyon to north of Green Island Road, and completed the trail section from Napa Pipe to Soscol Ferry Road, using competitive grant funds secured by the District.  The District is now working to close the remaining trail gap connecting American Canyon and the City of Napa with a continuous hiking and biking trail on the River.  About 24,000 people walk, jog or ride on the American Canyon section of the Napa River Trail each year.

Photos: Lookout shelter on Mike’s Hike and Bike loop west of American Canyon; shorebirds in flight, and wetlands next to Napa Sanitation District.



EcoCamp Berryessa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EcoCamp Berryessa is a 64-bed group environmental education camp located on the peaceful northern shoreline of Lake Berryessa. The camp, which was completed in 2015 and funded through a major grant from the State Coastal Conservancy, features solar power, showers feeding into a graywater system, environmentally friendly composting toilets, permanent tent cabins, a stone amphitheater, a canoe/kayak launch, a beach, and paths and trails connecting the visitor to the beauty of Lake Berryessa, which surrounds the camp on three sides. In keeping with its name, EcoCamp Berryessa was designed with an eye to energy-efficiency, use of natural and/or recycled materials, and resource conservation.  EcoCamp Berryessa is home for some of the Napa Open Space District’s outdoor education program.

Photos: Tracker’s Earth archery class & Cabins @ EcoCamp Berryessa



Berryessa Peak Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lake Berryessa Area is becoming more accessible for outdoor recreation to residents of Napa County.  The Berryessa Peak Trail is the most challenging trail in Napa County but also has the most rewards with spectacular views from the Pacific Ocean to the Sierra Nevada Mountain Ranges. 

Photos: Andrew Fulks of Yolo Hiker on trail to Berryessa Peak; sunset from Blue Ridge with light reflecting off Lake Berryessa 



Berryessa Vista 
Wilderness Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Berryessa Vista is a unique park as it is only accessible via boat with the closest launch at Capell Cove and is one of the least crowded areas to explore.  

Photos: Berryessa Vista flowers, Erin Erickson, and Boy Scouts exploring Capell Creek.



Upcoming Projects

www.NapaOutdoors.org

Amy’s Grove

The Cove

Spanish Valley,   
Crystal Flat & Stone 
Corral

Smittle Creek

Soscal Headwaters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the 10 locations that are open to the public, the District has 5 properties that are in development and for which we are currently seeking additional funding to open for public access through grants or public donations.  These include:
Spanish Valley, Crystal Flats & Stone Corral – located in Pope Valley and gifted to the District by the Trinchero Family.  The District is seeking an easement to the property for public access.
Smittle Creek – 443 acres located off Berryessa Knoxville Road approximately across the street from the Smittle Creek Day Use Area.  This property was purchased to provide access into the 6350-acre Cedar Roughs Wilderness Area currently managed by the Bureau of Land Management.
Soscal Headwaters – a total of 509 acres (phase I was 411 acres; phase II planned at 298 acres), which will result in 5 miles of new Bay Area Ridge Trail, connect Skyline Park to Highway 12 in Jameson Canyon, and offer spectacular 360 degree views from the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the east, Mt. St. Helena to the north, Mt Tamalpais and Sutro Peak in San Francisco, and Mt Diablo to the south.  
Amy’s Grove – 51 acres on Dry and Wing Creeks in the Mayacamus Mountains, will provide a quiet respite under towering redwoods and along the creeks.  The District has an option to purchase another 164 acres, and accept the donation of another 7 acres.  If all the funding can be secured the purchase will be completed in 2019, making it possible to cooperate with the Enchanted Hills Camp to construct a trail from Dry Creek Road all the way to the top of Mt. Veeder.
The Cove – The District acquired this former Girl Scout Camp at the end of 2017, and is now actively involved in restoring the forest and repairing damage caused by the Oct 2017 wildfires.  After repairs are complete, The Cove will be operated as an outdoor recreation and education center much like EcoCamp Berryessa.



Spanish Valley and Crystal 
Flat and Stone Corral

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spanish Valley, Crystal Flats & Stone Corral – A total of 2,790 acres of open space on and near to Putah Creek north of Lake Berryessa was gifted to the District by the Trinchero Family.  The property is currently land banked while the District works on natural resource studies and resolving legal questions related to access and other encumbrances on the property.

Photos:  Putah Creek, Spaninsh Valley, and sky above Crystal Flats



Smittle Creek

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Smittle Creek was acquired at the end of 2015, and will be opened to the public once resource studies are complete.  This attractive property once opened will allow access to the 6350-acre Cedar Roughs wilderness.  Cedar Roughs is home to the largest stand of genetically pure Sargent Cedar Trees and is open to primitive camping.

Photos:  Valley Oaks and Manzanita berries



Suscol Headwaters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Soscal Headwaters – a total of 709 acres (phase I was 411 acres; phase II planned at 298 acres), which will result in 5 miles of new Bay Area Ridge Trail, connect Skyline Park to Highway 12 in Jameson Canyon, and offer spectacular 360 degree views from the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the east, Mt. St. Helena to the north, Mt Tamalpais and Sutro Peak in San Francisco, and Mt Diablo to the south.  The Sucsol Headwaters Preserve is dedicated as critical habitat for the endangered red-legged frog and contains the springs that supply Suscol Creek, habitat for endangered steelhead.

Photos: Oct 2018 fire, oak burned in fire, Lauren Miller post-fire with lush grass, Doug McConnell filming a segment on fire ecology for NBC’s Open Road TV show in April 2018.



Amy’s Grove

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amy’s Grove – 51 acres on Dry and Wing Creeks in the Mayacamus Mountains donated by the Chamberlain family in memory of daughter Amy Chamberlain who died in a rafting accident.  Amy’s Grove will provide a quiet respite under towering redwoods and along the creeks.  The District is seeking funding to open the park for public access.

Photos:  redwood trees with some members of Chamberlain family



The Cove

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Cove – The Girl Scout Camp located on 160 acres below and including the peak of Mt. Veeder. The District acquired the property from the Girl Scouts when they were unable to financially keep the camp operating.  The camp burned just before the District acquired the property in December 2017.  Once restored, it will be operated as a group camp much as in the past, serving Girl Scouts and numerous other non-profit organizations.

Photos:  Girl Scouts on Mt Veeder, Chris Cahill and Dave Finigan checking out the view from Mt Veeder, Madrone burned in Oct 2017 fire



Additional Parks – Newell 
Open Space

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the parks that the Napa Open Space District Manages, there are a variety of parks in Napa County that are open to the public, and are managed by other agencies.  These include:

Newell Open Space Preserve managed by the City of American Canyon;
Skyline Park in Napa that is managed by the Skyline Parks Association; and
Multiple parks in the City of Napa including Alston Park, Westwood Hills and Timberhill Park.  The District in 2018 launched a major volunteer campaign to remove invasive, and very fire prone French Broom from Westwood Hills Park; the City of Napa is now assuming primary responsibility for continuing that effort.

If you are interested in any of these parks, check out NapaOutdoors.org to see where they are located and what they offer…



Skyline Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skyline Wilderness Park is located on State land leased to the County of Napa and operated by the non-profit Skyline Park Citizens Association.  The 850 acre park includes a native plant garden, a disc golf course, an archery range, an RV park, a tent camping area, and miles and miles of trails for hiking, mountain bicycling and horseback riding.  Skyline Park connects to the Napa-Solano Ridge Trail loop at the southeastern end of the park which is managed by the Napa Open Space District.  The County of Napa and the District are sponsoring legislation to allow the District to acquire the land from the State so that it can never be sold for development (the lease from the State expires in 2030)

Photos: fireplace chimney from old homestead, deer, and oak woodland scene



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, the district has done a lot, thanks to an annual grant from the County of Napa, which we’ve used to leverage other grants and gifts.  But without dedicated funding, we’re approaching the limits of our capacity while the need to protect our remaining open spaces continues to increase.  That’s why in 2015 we convened a citizen’s advisory committee which reviewed our programs and recommended we propose a ballot measure seeking approval of a small sales tax.  Last November, we placed Measure Z on the ballot.  A solid 64.7 percent voted yes on the measure, but that was 1.9 percent below the required 2/3 approval for funding measures.  Given the closeness of the results, the District is planning to go back to the voters in 2020.



Get Involved
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How can you get involved in protecting our valuable open space and wetlands in Napa County?  
Tell your family and friends about the open space district, and the new website that shares how to access our parks, trails and open space in Napa County – www.napaoutdoors.org.
You can also help by volunteering to
Build trails and take care of our parks
Be a trail monitor and
Help at Bothe Napa Valley State Park and Bale Grist State Historic Park
Donations to the Parks District are always welcome.  All funds are project specific and your donation can help increase access and open space in Napa County.  Your donation could help us open one of our six upcoming project more quickly! 
 
�Photos: Calaveras Cunningham and Mike Gordon at Moore Creek & Chris Cahill’s son Emmet (star volunteer!)



The 3 Questions:

Do you like what we’ve done?
Have we done enough, or is there more to do?
If there’s more to do, what’s most important, 

and how do we pay for it?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are at a major crossroad.  The District Board of Directors released a draft 2019 Master Plan Update in March to guide our future direction, and set a five month public comment period because we want as much community input as possible, as we decide what path to take.  

Exercise your right as a citizen to be involved in the democratic process, including giving the District your thoughts and advice, talking with friends and colleagues about the importance of preserving Napa's open space heritage, and getting involved in making it happen.

And most importantly, Go Outside and Play! 



Go Outside and Play!
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Thank you for your time today!

Photos: Josh & Son on Valentine Vista & Jonathan and Willow at Skyline


	Slide Number 1
	We’re At A Crossroads…
	Slide Number 3
	Protecting Waterways
	Preserving Wildlife Habitat
	Creating Access
	Linking Communities
	Educating the Next Generation
	Go Outside and Play!
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	EcoCamp Berryessa
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Upcoming Projects
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Get Involved
	The 3 Questions:��Do you like what we’ve done?��Have we done enough, or is there more to do?��If there’s more to do, what’s most important, and how do we pay for it?
	Slide Number 29

